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By Pippa Fisher

Lafayette leaders are set to pass an
amendment to the city’s noise ordi-
nance, which will exempt generators
during power outages in the daytime
hours, and for those with medical re-
quirements at night too.

The vote was unanimous at the Feb.
8 city council meeting, minus Cam Burks
who was not present.

Lafayette Planning and Building Di-
rector Greg Wolff explained that since
the second half of 2020 the city saw a
marked increase in applications for
whole-house backup generators as peo-
ple sought to safeguard energy sources
during Pacific Gas and Electric Com-
pany’s preventative public safety power
shutoff events that have become ex-
pected during fire season throughout
the Bay Area. However this increase in
applications for backup generators co-
incided with a significant uptick in noise
complaints, prompting the city’s deci-

sion to look at the issue.

According to the staff report, inter-
nal combustion engines are fueled by
natural gas supplied through a plumbed
pipe to power backup generators. When
a power outage occurs, an automatic
cutoff switch is triggered which discon-
nects the building from the grid, the en-
gine starts, and power is supplied by the
generator until power is restored to the
grid. Such generators also require “ex-
ercising” of the engine on a weekly basis
to keep it in good running order.

Wolff explained in his staff report
that sound mitigation equipment such
as Zombie Boxes, concrete block walls,
and fences with acoustical panels inside
installed around generators have
proved effective, but the council heard
from members of the public that such
measures are expensive, and they urged
the council to vote for an option ex-
empting generators.

Lafayette resident Jim Benford said
that by making the permitting process

Council tackles backup generator noise concerns, amends ordinance

slow and expensive the city is encour-
aging people to use portable generators,
which are, he said, ubiquitously louder.

In his public comment Lafayette
resident Keith Trimble noted that
portable generators are more of a prob-
lem, often not hooked up safely and said
that a proper, inspected generator is
preferable, drawing attention to a fire in
Oakland last year that was the result of
an overloaded portable generator.

The council, while keeping in mind
the need for residents to be able to enjoy
their homes in peace, and to be able to
open their windows at night especially if
they don’t have air conditioning, saw no
need to raise the city’s permitted noise
level, opting instead to allow for an ex-
emption during power outages from 7
a.m. until 10 p.m. and allowing contin-
ued use for those requiring power for
medical needs round the clock during
power outages. Generators would also
be exempt during routine, minimally-
required “exercising.”

Mayor reviews challenging year, looks ahead to reopening

By Pippa Fisher

Lafayette Mayor Susan Candell
covered five themes during her
first State of the City Address,
much of it optimistic even fol-
lowing what she referred to as
a challenging year; one she said
compelled city leaders and
community alike to take actions
of restoration, recovery and
resiliency.

It was certainly a very dif-
ferent format for the mayor’s
State of the City Address this
year - the first time it has ever
been held virtually, and, said
Candell, hopefully the very last
time. But, as Candell later re-
flected, using a virtual platform
for city meetings has had the
effect of actually increasing
public participation, and no
doubt her message will reach a
bigger audience this year as
people joined in from home
and still others will view the

recording.

The Feb. 11 meeting took
an expanded format virtually
this year, with musical enter-
tainment provided by Scott
Lindorfer and Rachel Dun-
zweiler. And this year all the
city government heads of de-
partments gave brief updates.
The meeting was co-hosted by
the Chamber of Commerce, and
this year for the first time fea-
tured an opportunity for Q&A.

Candell expressed pride in
the city staff and for what has
been done to address the pan-
demic, noting that the initial
decision to cut $1 million from
each department, and instigate
a hiring freeze in anticipation
of a shortfall, has left the city
budget remaining solid and
without the need to tap into
reserves.

The mayor reported that
the city’s Business Assistance
Program set up last year and

overseen by Townsend Public
Affairs staff, had now helped
local businesses and nonprofits
navigate the rounds of federal
stimulus packages, to the tune
of almost $1.8 million, and she
was looking forward to another
possible package in March.

Candell also expressed
pride in the city’s dialogue on
policing and efforts toward
achieving a more diverse, equi-
table and inclusive Lafayette,
pointing to the formation of the
Equity and Inclusion Task Force
with its three-prong approach,
working together with schools,
and the Public Safety Task
Force. She noted progress being
made by City Manager Niroop
Srivatsa and others working on
the formation of a Community
Behavior Crisis Response Team
in a partnership between cities
and the county, in order to pro-
vide a team of experts to han-
dle de-escalation in mental

health crises.

Candell gave a quick up-
date too on the ongoing protests
on the El Curtola overpass,
which she described as “the is-
sue that keeps me up at night,”
(see related story page A3) be-
fore moving onto a report on
the city’s General Plan update,
currently underway.

Noting that Lafayette’s Re-
gional housing Needs Alloca-
tion has most recently been put
at 2,100 housing units to be
built between 2023 and 2031 - a
20% increase with 60% of those
affordable — Candell questioned
whether allocations made pre-
COVID should still be applica-
ble. The city is studying, she
said, where it could rezone to
accommodate the housing, for
example along Deer Hill Road,
and she said she is closely
watching the progress of bills
such as SB9, and SB10, both of
which would allow more units

on currently-zoned single fam-
ily lots.

Candell said that the topic
is hot and challenging in all di-
rections. “My personal belief,”
she said, “is that Lafayette de-
serves the correct allocation
from our state. We should pur-
sue finding the truth and we
must hold our state officials ac-
countable for producing accu-
rate results based on reality.”
The mayor encouraged every-
one to become informed on the
topic and to give input to the
General Plan Advisory
Committee.

Looking ahead, Candell
said she is hoping to hear ideas
on reopening the city for dis-
cussion at the annual Tri-Cites
Meeting in March.

With hopes that by next
year she would be enjoying the
event in person with her fellow
council members, Candell
brought her remarks to an end.
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